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OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: K-2

Standard: 1.1 The Creative Process
Strand: D. Visual Arts
Summary: The compositional building blocks of visual art are: line, color, shape, form, texture, and
space, as well as balance, proportion, rhythm, emphasis, and unity.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that
govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.1.2.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Identify the basic elements of art and principles of design in diverse types of artwork.

1.1.2.D.2

Identify elements of art and principles of design in specific works of art and explain how
they are used.

1.G.1

Distinguish between defining attributes (e.g., triangles are closed and three-sided) versus
non-defining attributes (e.g., color, orientation, overall size) ; build and draw shapes to
possess defining attributes.

2.G.1

Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given number of angles
or a given number of equal faces.1 Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons,
and cubes.

W.1.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about
the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

Unit Essential Questions
•! What are the elements of art?
•! How do personal experiences
affect how people create and
interpret art?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! that the basic elements of art and
principles of design are used to
create art.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! the elements of art are the building blocks of design.
•! art is a personal experience.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! perform in all four art disciplines at an ageappropriate level.
•! create art based on the elements and principles of
design.

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•! Student’s oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:
http://www.classroomtech.org/50ways.htm 50 ways to teach technology

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: K-2

Standard: 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
Strand: A. History of the Arts and Culture
Summary: Visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras have distinct characteristics and
common themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the works of art.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards.

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts
throughout history and across cultures.
Number
1.2.2.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Identify characteristic theme-based works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as
artworks based on the themes of family and community, from various historical periods
and world cultures.

1.2.2.A.2

Identify how artists and specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, and
are affected by, past and present cultures.

W.2.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

Unit Essential Questions
•! What can artworks tell us about a
culture or society?
•! How do artists illustrate culture,
history and society through
images?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! that theme-based visual artwork
from diverse cultures and historical
eras have distinct characteristics
and common themes that are
revealed by contextual clues within
the works of art.
•! that the function and purpose of
art-making across cultures is a
reflection of societal values and
beliefs.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.
•! visual arts inform us about culture, history and
society.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! demonstrate understanding of diverse cultures and
historical eras within works of art.
•! recognize various themes in art.

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: K-2

Standard: 1.3 Performance
Strand: D. Visual Art
Summary: Manipulation of the basic elements of art and principles of design for personal expression
results in the sharing of ideas primarily through visual means.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.3.2.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements of color, line,
shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums and application
methods.

1.3.2.D.2

Use symbols to create personal works of art based on selected age-appropriate themes,
using oral stories as a basis for pictorial representation.

1.3.2.D.3

Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the materials,
tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories.

1.3.2.D.4

Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are appropriate to the
production of works of art in a variety of art media.

1.3.2.D.5

Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and that illustrate
how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums and art media.

1.G.2

Compose two-dimensional shapes (rectangles, squares, trapezoids, triangles, half-circles,
and quarter-circles) or three-dimensional shapes (cubes, right rectangular prisms, right
circular cones, and right circular cylinders) to create a composite shape, and compose new
shapes from the composite shape.

SL.1.2

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How do artists use a variety of
materials and techniques to create
art?
•! Where do I see examples of art
elements and design?

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! specific techniques are used to create different
works of art.
•! the elements of art and the principles of design are
visible in artwork.

Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! that visual statements in art are
derived from the basic elements of
art regardless of the format and
medium used to create the art.
•! that symbols convey meaning
agreed upon by a group or culture.
•! that each of the visual art forms
uses various materials, tools, and
techniques that are associated with
unique verbal and visual
vocabularies.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! manipulate the basic elements of art and principles
of design for personal expression that result in
visual communication that may be relevant in a
variety of settings.
•! use various materials, tools, and techniques
associated with unique verbal and visual
vocabularies.
•! create works of art that are based on observations of
the physical world and that illustrate how art is part
of everyday life.

.

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)

www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: K-2

Standard: 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Strand: A. Aesthetic Responses
Summary: Visual art has distinct characteristics, as do the artists who create them.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.4.2.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual
art, and identify characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., gender, age, absence
or presence of training, style, etc.).

1.4.2.A.2

Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of dance, music, theatre,
and visual art that evoke emotion and that communicate cultural meaning.

1.4.2.A.3

Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that communicated an
emotion or feeling, and tell the story through each of the four arts disciplines (dance,

music, theatre, and visual art).
1.4.2.A.4

Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

W.1.1

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How does art evoke emotion?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! visual art has distinct
characteristics, as do the artists
who create them.
.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! Art is a personal experience.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! compare and contrast culturally and historically
diverse works of visual art that evoke emotion and
that communicate cultural meaning.
•! Use their imaginations to create a story based on an
arts experience that communicates an emotion or
feeling

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)

www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

!
!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: K-2

Standard: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and
analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Strand: 1.4 B Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Summary: Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using
observable criteria.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

Number
1.4.2.B.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate
objective assessments of artworks in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

1.4.2.B.2

Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to
performances.

1.4.2.B.3

Recognize the making subject or theme in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual
art.

W.1.1

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented
orally or through other media.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How does studying art help you
observe art?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! constructive criticism is an
important evaluative tool that
enables artists to communicate
more effectively.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! Studying art allows one to make informed opinions
when viewing art.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! apply the principles of positive critique in giving
and receiving responses to artwork.

.

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)

www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

!
!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Art

Grade: 3-5

Standard: 1.1 The Creative Process
Strand: D. Visual Arts
Summary: The compositional building blocks of visual art, include line, color, shape, form, texture, and
space, as well as balance, proportion, rhythm, emphasis, and unity.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that
govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.1.5.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Identify elements of art and principles of design that are evident in everyday life.

1.1.5.D.2

Compare and contrast works of art in various mediums that use the same art elements and
principles of design.

W.4.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How do the elements and principles of
art enhance functionality of living?
•! How are the elements of art and the
principals of design used in creative
problem solving?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!that artwork reflects the elements and
principles of design.
•!how art and design enhance functionality
and improve quality of life.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!art elements and principles of design are evident in
everyday life.
•! creative problems are solved by using the elements of
art and principles of design.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!recognize elements and principles of design are universal.
•!understand the function and purpose of the elements of art
and principles of design.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)

www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Art

Grade: 3-5

Standard: 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
Strand: A. History of the Arts and Culture
Summary: Art and culture affect and reflect each other. Artworks share characteristic approaches to
content, form, style, and design. Individual artists and works can influence artists and signal the beginning
of a new art genre.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards.

Learning Targets
Content Standards All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that
govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.2.5.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of societal values
and beliefs.

1.2.5.A.2

Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre,
and visual art.

1.2.5.A.3

Determine the impact of significant contributions of individual artists in dance, music,
theatre, and visual art from diverse cultures throughout history.

W.4.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions
•!How is a new form of art produced?
•!What influences art?
•!How is a culture’s uniqueness expressed
through art?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!that artwork reflects historical, cultural,
and aesthetic perspectives.
•! that artworks share characteristic
approaches to content, form, style, and
design.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!art movements may be created by an individual or group.
•!cultures, societies, and eras influence art in history.
•!mediums, artistic styles and techniques can be specific to
multiple cultures.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!identify a culture through its art.
•!shared characteristics define a style.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
•!Flexible grouping
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Arts

Grade:3-5

Standard: 1.3 Performance
Strand: D. Visual Arts
Summary: Art materials and elements can be used individually or collaboratively to express and create
works of art.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.3.5.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Work individually and collaboratively to create two- and three-dimensional works of art
that make cohesive visual statements and that employ the elements of art and principles of
design.

1.3.5.D.2

Identify common and distinctive characteristics of artworks from diverse cultural and
historical eras of visual art using age-appropriate stylistic terminology (e.g., cubist, surreal,
optic, impressionistic), and experiment with various compositional approaches influenced
by these styles.

1.3.5.D.3

Identify common and distinctive characteristics of genres of visual artworks (e.g., realism,
surrealism, abstract/nonobjective art, conceptual art, and others) using age-appropriate
terminology, and experiment with various compositional approaches influenced by these
genres.

1.3.5.D.4

Differentiate drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, textiles, and computer
imaging by the physical properties of the resulting artworks, and experiment with various
art media and art mediums to create original works of art.

1.3.5.D.5

Collaborate in the creation of works of art using multiple art media and art mediums, and
present the completed works in exhibition areas inside and outside the classroom.

4.G.1

Draw points, lines, line segments, rays, angles (right, acute, obtuse), and perpendicular and
parallel lines. Identify these in two-dimensional figures.

4.G.3

Recognize a line of symmetry for a two-dimensional figure as a line across the figure such
that the figure can be folded along the line into matching parts. Identify line-symmetric
figures and draw lines of symmetry.

W.4.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How do we use art elements and
principles of design to express our
ideas and create art?
•! How do artists choose tools,
techniques, and materials to
express their ideas?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! there are a variety of artistic
styles.
•! there are many types of aesthetic
arrangements for the exhibition of
art.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! art elements and principles of design are used to
express ideas and create art.
•! tools, techniques, and materials influence the way
artists express their ideas and feelings.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! use learned styles to create their own works.
•! use appropriate vocabulary and a stylistic approach
to art-making.

!
!
!

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
•!Flexible grouping
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)

www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
d the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

!
!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(Art)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: 3-5

Standard: 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Strand: A. Aesthetic Responses
Summary: Works of art may be organized according to their functions and artistic purposes. Criteria for
determining the aesthetic merits of artwork vary according to context.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and

Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.4.5.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of dance, music,
theatre, and visual art according to established classifications.

1.4.5.A.3

Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural arrangement and
personal, cultural, and historical points of view.

1.4.5.A.3

Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and social values and is inspired
by an individual’s imagination and frame of reference (e.g., personal, social, political,
historical context).

W.4.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

W.4.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions
•! How do your life experiences influence
your art?

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! visual art can be a representation of an individual
response to the world.

•! What are some ways artists express
their visions/ ideas?

•! artists of different cultures express messages and ideas
in different ways.

Unit Objectives
Students will know…

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! make value judgments about the arts by understanding
the context, compositional design and genre.

•! criteria for determining the aesthetic
merits of artwork vary according to
context

•! works of art may be organized
according to their functions and artistic
purposes (e.g., genres, mediums,
messages, themes).

•! determine the aesthetic merits of artwork vary according
to context.

!
!

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
•!Flexible grouping
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Teacher Notes:

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS(Art)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area: Art

Grade: 3-5

Standard: 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Strand: B Critique Methodologies
Summary: When assessing artwork, it is important to consider the context for the creation. Levels of
proficiency can be assessed through analyses of how artists apply the elements of art and principles of
design. Merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using observable criteria.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.4.5.B.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Assess the application of the elements of art and principles of design in dance, music,
theatre, and visual artworks using observable, objective criteria.

1.4.5.B.3

Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the objectivity of
critiques by peers.

1.4.5.B.3

Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works
of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

1.4.5.B.4

Define technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and principles of design.

1.4.5.B.5

Distinguish ways in which individuals may disagree about the relative merits and
effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation and performance of works of dance, music,
theatre, and visual art.

W.4.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain
the topic.

W.4.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•! Artwork is evaluated using a set of criteria.

•! How does studying art help you view
and judge art?
•! How do you observe art?

•! Art knowledge guides an individual to an artistic
interpretation.

Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•! there is domain specific vocabulary.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•! analyze and assess levels of proficiency through how
artists apply the elements of art and principles of design.

•! artists and viewers can and do disagree
about the relative merits of artwork.

•! identify and utilize criteria for evaluating art.

!

Evidence&of&Learning&
&
&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan Adaptive materials
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
•!Flexible grouping
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)

www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
A Child’s Book of Art: Great Pictures – First Words by Lucy Micklethwait
Camille and the Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt
Ella’s Trip to the Museum by Elaine Clayton
When Pigcasso Met Mootsise by Nina Laden
Picasso and the Girl with a Ponytail by Laurence Anholt
Linnea in Monet’s Garden by Heinz Schachtner
Getting to Know Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia

Teacher Notes:

!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Art

Grade: 6-8

Standard: 1.1 The Creative Process
Strand: D. Visual Arts
Summary

Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language barriers throughout time.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that
govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.1.8.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Describe the intellectual and emotional significance conveyed by the application of the
elements of art and principles of design in different historical eras and cultures.

1.1.8.D.2

Compare and contrast various masterworks of art from diverse cultures, and identify
elements of the works that relate to specific cultural heritages.

W.7.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences

RH.6-8.7

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

Unit Essential Questions
•!How does the application of the elements
and principles of design in different
historical eras and cultures convey
intellectual and emotional significance?
•!How does art provide insight into human
culture and society?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!that art is a universal language.
•!that visual communication through art
crosses cultural and language barriers
throughout history.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!Art is a universal language that crosses cultural and
language barriers throughout time.
•! Visual art helps gain insight into individual community
and cultural differences.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!study masterworks of art from diverse cultures and
different historical eras to assist in understanding specific
cultures.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction

Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
Getting to Know You Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Georges Seurat: Figure in Space by Christoper Becker, Gottiried Boehm, Wilhelm Genazino, and George
Seurat
Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots by Robert Burleigh
Victor Vasarely: 1906-1997: Pure Vision (BasicArt) by Magdalena Holzhey
Vasarely by Robert C. Morgan and Victor Vasarely
Romare Bearden: His Life and Art by Myron Schwartzman and August Wilson
Alexander Calder and Contemporary Art: Form, Balance, Joy by Lynne Warren
Paul Cezanne: 1839-1906: Pioneer of Modernism by Ulrike Becks-Malorny and Cezanne-Meyer
Schapiro
Chuck Close: Upclose by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan
Georgia O’Keefe 1887-1986: Flowers in the Desert by Britta Benke
Durers Animals by Colin Eisler
Teacher Notes:

!
!
!
!
!
!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Art

Grade: 6-8

Standard: 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture
Strand: A. History of the Arts and Culture
Summary: Tracing the histories of visual art in world cultures provides insight into the lives of people
and their values.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts
throughout history and across cultures.
Number
1.2.8.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Map historical innovations in dance, music, theatre, and visual art that were caused by the
creation of new technologies.

1.2.8.A.2

Differentiate past and contemporary works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that
represent important ideas, issues, and events that are chronicled in the histories of diverse
cultures.

1.2.8.A.3

Analyze the social, historical, and political impact of artists on culture and the impact of
culture on the arts.

W.7.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. Use words,
phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.

W.7.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and
information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

Unit Essential Questions
•!How can we study cultures and history
through art?
•!Why is it important to experience a

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!Art reflects and shapes cultures and history.
•!Available tools and technologies influence the ways in

variety of formats and techniques for
effective visual communication and self
expression?
•!How does art reflect society’s values
across cultures and eras?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!that tracing the histories of dance, music,
theatre, and visual art in world cultures
provides insight into the lives of people
and their values.
•!the arts reflect cultural morays and
personal aesthetics throughout the ages.
•!new technologies have influenced art
production.

which artists express their ideas.

•!Art is influenced by societal values.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!differentiate past and contemporary works of visual art
that represent important ideas, issues, and events that are
chronicled in the histories of diverse cultures.
•! analyze the social, historical, and political impact of
artists on culture and the impact of culture on the arts.
•! recognize technological influences in art.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)

www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
Getting to Know You Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Georges Seurat: Figure in Space by Christoper Becker, Gottiried Boehm, Wilhelm Genazino, and George
Seurat
Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots by Robert Burleigh
Victor Vasarely: 1906-1997: Pure Vision (BasicArt) by Magdalena Holzhey
Vasarely by Robert C. Morgan and Victor Vasarely
Romare Bearden: His Life and Art by Myron Schwartzman and August Wilson
Alexander Calder and Contemporary Art: Form, Balance, Joy by Lynne Warren
Paul Cezanne: 1839-1906: Pioneer of Modernism by Ulrike Becks-Malorny and Cezanne-Meyer
Schapiro
Chuck Close: Upclose by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan
Georgia O’Keefe 1887-1986: Flowers in the Desert by Britta Benke
Durers Animals by Colin Eisler
Teacher Notes:

!
!

OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview
Content Area: Art

Grade: 6-8

Standard: 1.3 Performance
Strand: D. Visual Art
Summary: The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis,
proportion, and rhythm/movement.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies
appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.3.8.D.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Incorporate various art elements and the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis,
proportion, and rhythm/movement in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks,
using a broad array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of creative
ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, value, and pattern).

1.3.8.D.2

Apply various art media, art mediums, technologies, and processes in the creation of
allegorical, theme-based, two- and three-dimensional works of art, using tools and
technologies that are appropriate to the theme and goals.

1.3.8.D.3

Identify genres of art (including realism, abstract/nonobjective art, and conceptual art)
within various contexts using appropriate art vocabulary, and solve hands-on visual
problems using a variety of genre styles.

1.3.8.D.4

Delineate the thematic content of multicultural artworks, and plan, design, and execute
multiple solutions to challenging visual arts problems, expressing similar thematic content.

1.3.8.D.5

Examine the characteristics, thematic content, and symbolism found in works of art from
diverse cultural and historical eras, and use these visual statements as inspiration for
original artworks.

1.3.8.D.6

Synthesize the physical properties, processes, and techniques for visual communication in
multiple art media(including digital media), and apply this knowledge to the creation of
original artworks.

7.G.2

Draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and with technology) geometric shapes with
given conditions. Focus on constructing triangles from three measures of angles or sides,
noticing when the conditions determine a unique triangle, more than one triangle, or no
triangle.

RH.6-8.7

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.

W.7.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions
•!What choices must an artist make before
beginning a work of art?
•!How do you know a work of art belongs
to a certain movement or genre?
•!How is a new form of art produced?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!themes in art are often communicated
through symbolism, allegory, or irony.
•!that each of the many genres of art is
associated with discipline-specific arts
terminology and a stylistic approach to
art-making.

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!Artist use the elements of art and principles of design to
organize visual communication using a variety of
mediums.
•!Art can be classified into different movements and genres.
•!Art movements can be created by an individual or a group.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!apply various art media, art mediums, technologies, and
processes in the creation of art.
•! examine the characteristics, thematic content, and
symbolism found in works of art from diverse cultural
and historical eras.

&
&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
Getting to Know You Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Georges Seurat: Figure in Space by Christoper Becker, Gottiried Boehm, Wilhelm Genazino, and George
Seurat
Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots by Robert Burleigh
Victor Vasarely: 1906-1997: Pure Vision (BasicArt) by Magdalena Holzhey
Vasarely by Robert C. Morgan and Victor Vasarely
Romare Bearden: His Life and Art by Myron Schwartzman and August Wilson
Alexander Calder and Contemporary Art: Form, Balance, Joy by Lynne Warren
Paul Cezanne: 1839-1906: Pioneer of Modernism by Ulrike Becks-Malorny and Cezanne-Meyer
Schapiro
Chuck Close: Upclose by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan

Georgia O’Keefe 1887-1986: Flowers in the Desert by Britta Benke
Durers Animals by Colin Eisler

Teacher Notes:

!

&
OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area:

Art

Grade: 6-8

Standard: 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Strand: A. Aesthetic Responses
Summary: Analysis of archetypal or consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of
culturally specific art within historical contexts.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.4.8.A.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and historically
specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

1.4.8.A.2

Identify works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that are used for utilitarian and nonutilitarian purposes.

1.4.8.A.3

Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and movements in dance, music, theatre, and
visual art within diverse cultures and historical eras.

1.4.8.A.4

Compare and contrast changes in the accepted meanings of known artworks over time,
given shifts in societal norms, beliefs, or values.

1.4.8.A.5

Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual
art.

1.4.8.A.6

Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use conventional

elements of style to express new ideas.
1.4.8.A.7

Analyze the form, function, craftsmanship, and originality of representative works of
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

W.7.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. Use
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

W.7.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!Visual art can be a representation of an individuals
response to the world.
•!Art enriches our lives.

•! What role does art play in our
lives?
•! How can art portray different
views, opinions, emotions and
interpretations?
Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!contextual clues to artistic intent are
embedded in artworks.
•!that awareness of basic elements of style
and design in visual art inform the
creation of criteria for judging
originality.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!generate observational and emotional responses to diverse
culturally and historically specific works of art.
•!differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those
that do not use conventional elements of style.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•!Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•! Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)

www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
Getting to Know You Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Georges Seurat: Figure in Space by Christoper Becker, Gottiried Boehm, Wilhelm Genazino, and George
Seurat
Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots by Robert Burleigh
Victor Vasarely: 1906-1997: Pure Vision (BasicArt) by Magdalena Holzhey
Vasarely by Robert C. Morgan and Victor Vasarely
Romare Bearden: His Life and Art by Myron Schwartzman and August Wilson
Alexander Calder and Contemporary Art: Form, Balance, Joy by Lynne Warren
Paul Cezanne: 1839-1906: Pioneer of Modernism by Ulrike Becks-Malorny and Cezanne-Meyer
Schapiro
Chuck Close: Upclose by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan
Georgia O’Keefe 1887-1986: Flowers in the Desert by Britta Benke
Durers Animals by Colin Eisler

Teacher Notes:

!
!
!
!
!

&
OCEAN&COUNTY&VISUAL&AND&PERFORMING&ARTS&(ART)&CURRICULUM&
Unit&Overview&
Content Area:

Art

Grade: 6-8

Standard: 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies
Strand: B. Critique Methodologies
Summary: Assessing a work of art without critiquing the artist requires objectivity and an understanding
of the work’s content and form.
Primary interdisciplinary connections: Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
21st century themes: Technology 8.1-8.2, use of digital tools to access, manage evaluate, and synthesize
information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate
knowledge.
College and Career Readiness: Note that the Common Core State Standards provide for College and
Career Readiness Anchor Standards in Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening, which are listed
specifically at the beginning of each section of the grade-level standards and then infused throughout the
grade-level standards. For specific College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, see
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards

Learning Targets
Content Standards: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies,
judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.
Number
1.4.8.B.1

Common Core Standard for Mastery
Evaluate the effectiveness of a work of art by differentiating between the artist’s technical
proficiency and the work’s content or form.

1.4.8.B.2

Differentiate among basic formal structures and technical proficiency of artists in works of
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

1.4.8.B.3

Compare and contrast examples of archetypal subject matter in works of art from diverse
cultural contexts and historical eras by writing critical essays.

W.7.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional
portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a
means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

W.7.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Unit Essential Questions
•! What is the value of critique to an
artist?

Unit Enduring Understandings
Students will understand that…
•!critique is a multi-level process using proper terminology
to evaluate the effectiveness of a work of art. (formal and
informal)

Unit Objectives
Students will know…
•!that assessing a work of art without
critiquing the artist requires objectivity
and an understanding of the work’s
content and form.

Unit Objectives
Students will be able to…
•!use the format of a critical essay to assess a work of art
without critiquing the artist requires objectivity and an
understanding of the work’s content and form.

&
Evidence&of&Learning&
Formative Assessments
•!Teacher Observation
•!Student demonstrated skills

•!Students’ oral responses to open-ended questions
•! Peer and self critique

Summative Assessments
•! Teacher created assessments
•! Rubrics
•! Self critique
Modifications (ELLs, Special Education, Gifted and Talented)
•!Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan
•!Scaffolding
•!Project modification
•!Differentiated Instruction
Curriculum development Resources/Instructional Materials/Equipment Needed Teacher Resources:
www.dickblick.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.crayola.com (resources, lesson plans)
www.theartzone.com (interactive site for students - technology)
www.Mrsbrownart.com (K-6 art lesson plans)
www.princetonol.com (K-12 lessons, literature links, resources)
www.artsonia.com (technology, displaying students work)
www.deepspacesparkle.com (K-6 lesson plans, literature ideas)
www.funart4kids.blogspot.com (K-6 art lessons)
www.nga.gov/kids/kids.htl (gallery, lesson plans)
www.kids.albrightknox.org/loader.html (interactive technology)
www.schoolspecialty.com (K-12 lesson plans)
www.artsconnected.org/tookit (interactive, technology)
www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html (interactive, Egypt, writing)
www.eduweb.com/insideart/.com (interactive, aesthetics)
Literature
Getting to Know You Series: The World’s Greatest Artists by Michael Venezia
Georges Seurat: Figure in Space by Christoper Becker, Gottiried Boehm, Wilhelm Genazino, and George
Seurat
Seurat and La Grande Jatte: Connecting the Dots by Robert Burleigh
Victor Vasarely: 1906-1997: Pure Vision (BasicArt) by Magdalena Holzhey
Vasarely by Robert C. Morgan and Victor Vasarely

Romare Bearden: His Life and Art by Myron Schwartzman and August Wilson
Alexander Calder and Contemporary Art: Form, Balance, Joy by Lynne Warren
Paul Cezanne: 1839-1906: Pioneer of Modernism by Ulrike Becks-Malorny and Cezanne-Meyer
Schapiro
Chuck Close: Upclose by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan
Georgia O’Keefe 1887-1986: Flowers in the Desert by Britta Benke
Durers Animals by Colin Eisler
Teacher Notes:
Lesson Closure with Examples or
40 Ways to Leave a Lesson
CLOSURE - what the instructor does to facilitate wrap-up at the end of the lesson - it is a
quick review, to remind students what it was that they have learned (or should have
learned) and allows you to see where the students are to assist you in planning for the next
lesson.
The intellectual work should be done by the students – not the instructor summarizing for
the students and telling them what they learned. Closure allows students to summarize main ideas, evaluate
class processes, answer questions posed at the beginning of the lesson, and link to both the past and the
future. Closure is an opportunity for formative assessment and helps the instructor decide:
1. if additional practice is needed
2. whether you need to re-teach
3. whether you can move on to the next part of the lesson
Closure comes in the form of information from students about what they learned during
the class; for example, a restatement of the instructional purpose. This information then
provides a knowledge of the results for the teacher, i.e., did you teach what you intended to
teach and have the students learned what you intended to have them learn?
Lesson Closing in a nutshell – can be one or some combination of the purposes below. It should be a
meaningful end to the lesson.
• Reviewing the key points of the lesson.
• Giving students opportunities to draw conclusions from the lesson.
• Describing when the students can use this new information.
• Previewing future lessons.
• Demonstrating student’s problem-solving process.
• Exhibiting student learning.
• Creating a smooth transition from one lesson to the next lesson.
Title Synopsis
1. Cornell Notes
Notes can be used in a variety of ways. Completing the summary,
checking with a partner for completeness, comparing to teacher’s
idea of what the key ideas were.
http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html
2. Journal Entry
Each day students write about 2 things they learned (use of a
journal could incorporate most of these other closure examples)
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3583
3. Exit Pass
Student must answer in writing questions or reflect in some way
about the learning before being allowed to leave the room.
Math example – work a question from the material covered during

the lesson, use as formative assessment for the following day, sort
into piles: got it/ didn’t get it or minor errors / conceptual errors
Examples
☺ I really understood this idea…
_ I have a few questions about… before I can say I understand
_ I don’t even know where to start on …
! I am excited about…
: I’d like to learn more about…
? a questions I have is…
This point is really clear
One thing that squares with things I already know is…
An idea that is still going around in my head is…
4. You’re stuck here until…
This is a variation of the exit pass and great for a 90-30 second gap
before dismissal. Depending on time, have students discuss the
day’s vocabulary and then they have to define one word in their
own words, to you, before they go out the door. If they are having
difficulty, have them step to the side and listen to several other
students and then try again. This should be framed in good humor,
not in a punitive way.
5. Whip Around
Students quickly and verbally share one thing they learned in the
class today. You can have them toss a ball from one to another or
just have volunteers. (Caveat – you have to have a safe trusting
environment. I have seen this done where kids chose others based
on their perception that the student won’t have anything to say.)
6. 3-2-1 3 things they learned, 2 things they have a question about, 1 thing
they want the instructor to know – post-its, index cards, whatever
7. Fishbowl
Student writes one question they have about the topic of this
lesson. This can be something for which they know the answer or
for which they want an answer. Form an inner and outer circle.
Share question with the person in front of you see if they know the
answer, switch who is asking question, if time rotate to a new
partner
8. Summary Paragraph
What was learned today – be specific with examples!
9. Explain a Procedure
Write to an absent student and explain how to ……..
10. Here’s How…
Students write a detailed explanation of a procedure - with an
example to demonstrate their understanding of the concept. They
then give their partner the un-worked example and the detailed
instructions and have the partner work the example from the
directions. Then they peer edit the procedures for clarity.
11. Cliff Notes, Jr. Students prepare a “cheat sheet” that would be useful for having
during a quiz over the day’s topic.
12. Three W’s
Students discuss or write
· What did we learn today ?
· So What ?(relevancy, importance, usefulness)

· Now What? (how does this fit into what we are
learning, does it affect our thinking, can we predict
where we are going)
13. Pair / Share
Tell the person next to you 2 (3,4,5,…) things you have learned
today, then the groups report out.
Variation is to have students Think/Write/Pair/ Share
14. Gallery Walk
Students create graphic representations of their learning and post
them. Students can either share out the posters or students can
move from station to station – writing questions or comments,
noting similarities and differences, reflect on what they might do
differently if they were to repeat the process.
15. Choose from the Daily Dozen
Student choose two questions from a generic list to respond to
about the day’s lesson.
16. Quiz
Could be daily or intermittent. 2-4 questions to show what they
learned. Small individual whiteboards work well for a formative
assessment and reduces the paperwork. Don’t forget to ask
conceptual questions!
17. Thumbs Up /Thumbs down
Pose some questions that can be answered thumbs up/down/
sideways, ask for explanation of the decisions.
18. Quick doodles Doodle / draw two or three concepts presented in the lesson may
include words or numbers.
19. Key Ideas
Students list the key ideas from the lesson and why they were
important.
20. “What am I?”
(riddles for key terms)
Have students construct clues (riddles) about the key terms and
quiz partners or the room
21. Jeopardy
Teacher gives answer. Students create the question. This works
well with dry erase boards.
http://www.hardin.k12.ky.us/res_techn/countyjeopardygames.htm
22. Be Alex Trebek Student poses answer/question to group about lesson –responses
should come from other students, not the teacher
23. Be the Teacher
Students present three key ideas they think everyone should have
learned. Could be done with a group or individually –responses can
be either oral or written.
24. The Five W’s Students explain the who, what, where, when, why and how of the
lesson.
25. Credit Cards
Students are given an index card and required to state the lesson’s
objective and if they feel that objective was met. Credit given for
participating.
26. Postcard Students are given an index card and they write a postcard to their
parents explaining the day’s lesson.
27. Pros and Cons Students list pros and cons of the issue discussed in class (might be
a challenge in a math class.)

28. So What’s Up With ….?
Students raise questions about something they either were unsure
about or need clarification. Can be done orally or written.
29. Quiz Master Students prepare a short quiz (+ 5 questions with answers) At least
2 of the questions must start How…? or Why…?
30. Journal Entry Each day students write about 2 things they learned (use of a
journal could incorporate most of these other closure examples.)
31. I Care Why? Students explain relevancy of the concept to their life or how they
might use it.
32. It Fits Where?
Students create a “time line “ of the concepts taught (sequence the
concepts) or explain a connection to something else they know.
33. Element of Surprise
Students receive an envelope containing a card with a word or
phrase selected by the teacher. Students discuss the concept and
list the content-specific vocabulary necessary to discuss it.
34. Numbered Heads Together
Students in groups of up to five are numbered sequentially. As a
group they create a list of 3-5 things learned in the lesson and then
the teacher calls one number from each group to report to the class
something they learned.
35. We Learned What?
Students write open ended questions on index cards. Two students
are selected to come forward. The first student draws a question
card and poses the question to the class. After the class discusses
the question and answers with their partner - the second student
draws a student name card to respond to the question. (These
questions could also be used to launch the next day’s lesson.)
36. We’re Going Where?
Students predict the topic of tomorrow’s lesson – be sure to refer to
the predictions the next day as either an opener or in closure.
37. It Looks Like This
An actual object or model that directly relates to the lesson is
shown and students explain how it connects to the day’s concept.
38. Sell It To Us
Write a jingle that explains the main idea of the lesson.
39. Commercial Students write a 1 – 2 minute commercial to use at home when
asked, “What happened in math class today?”
40. 4 box synectics
Synectics connect unrelated ideas through metaphor. Students
have a sheet with four boxes. In each box is a stem. Solving
equations in like eating and orange because…” “Solving equations
is like driving a car because…”
Resources used
www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/Guide.shtml
Educators Reference Desk, How to write a lesson Plan
Winning Through Student Participation in Lesson Closure. Patricia Wolf and Viola Supon . EDRS (ERIC)
* Low and High Prep Differentiation Strategies
Differentiation strategies can require varied amounts of preparation time. High-prep strategies often require a
teacher to both create multiple pathways to process information/demonstrate learning and to assign students
to those pathways. Hence, more ongoing monitoring and assessment is often required. In contrast, low-prep
strategies might require a teacher to strategically create process and product choices for students, but students

are allowed to choose which option to pursue given their learning profile or readiness level. Also, a low-prep
strategy might be focused on a discrete skill (such as vocabulary words), so there are fewer details to
consider. Most teachers find that integration of one to two new low-prep strategies and one high-prep
strategy each quarter is a reasonable goal.
!
Low Prep Strategies
Varied journal prompts, spelling
or vocabulary lists

Students are given a choice of different journal prompts,
spelling lists or vocabulary lists depending on level of
proficiency/assessment results.

Anchor activities

Anchor activities provide meaningful options for students
when they are not actively engaged in classroom activities
(e.g., when they finish early, are waiting for further directions,
are stumped, first enter class, or when the teacher is working
with other students). Anchors should be directly related to the
current learning goals.

Choices of books

Different textbooks or novels (often at different levels) that
students are allowed to choose from for content study or for
literature circles.

Choices of review activities

Different review or extension activities are made available to
students during a specific section of the class (such as at the
beginning or end of the period).

Homework options

Students are provided with choices about the assignments they
complete as homework. Or, students are directed to specific
homework based on student needs.

Student-teacher goal setting

The teacher and student work together to develop individual
learning goals for the student.

Flexible grouping

Students might be instructed as a whole group, in small
groups of various permutations (homogeneous or
heterogeneous by skill or interest), in pairs or individual. Any
small groups or pairs change over time based on assessment
data.

Varied computer programs

The computer is used as an additional center in the classroom,
and students are directed to specific websites or software that
allows them to work on skills at their level.

Multiple Intelligence or
Learning Style options

Students select activities or are assigned an activity that is
designed for learning a specific area of content through their
strong intelligence (verbal-linguistic, interpersonal, musical,
etc.)

Varying scaffolding of same
organizer

Provide graphic organizers that require students to complete
various amounts of information. Some will be more filled out
(by the teacher) than others.

Think-Pair-Share by readiness,
interest, and/or learning profile

Students are placed in pre-determined pairs, asked to think
about a question for a specific amount of time, then are asked
to share their answers first with their partner and then with the
whole group.

Mini workshops to re-teach or
extend skills

A short, specific lesson with a student or group of students
that focuses on one area of interest or reinforcement of a
specific skill.

Orbitals

Students conduct independent investigations generally lasting
3-6 weeks. The investigations “orbit” or revolve around some
facet of the curriculum.

Games to practice mastery of
information and skill

Use games as a way to review and reinforce concepts. Include
questions and tasks that are on a variety of cognitive levels.

Multiple levels of questions

Teachers vary the sorts of questions posed to different
students based on their ability to handle them. Varying
questions is an excellent way to build the confidence (and
motivation) of students who are reluctant to contribute to class
discourse. Note: Most teachers would probably admit that
without even thinking about it they tend to address particular
types of questions to particular students. In some cases, such
tendencies may need to be corrected. (For example, a teacher
may be unknowingly addressing all of the more challenging
questions to one student, thereby inhibiting other students’
learning and fostering class resentment of that student.)

High Prep. Strategies
Cubing

Designed to help students think about a topic or idea from many different angles or
perspectives. The tasks are placed on the six sides of a cube and use commands
that help support thinking (justify, describe, evaluate, connect, etc.). The students
complete the task on the side that ends face up, either independently or in
homogenous groups.

Tiered assignment/
product

The content and objective are the same, but the process and/or the products that
students must create to demonstrate mastery are varied according to the students’
readiness level.

Independent
studies

Students choose a topic of interest that they are curious about and wants to
discover new information on. Research is done from questions developed by the
student and/or teacher. The researcher produces a product to share learning with
classmates.

4MAT

Teachers plan instruction for each of four learning preferences over the course of
several days on a given topic. Some lessons focus on mastery, some on
understanding, some on personal involvement, and some on synthesis. Each

learner has a chance to approach the topic through preferred modes and to
strengthen weaker areas.
Jigsaw

Students are grouped based on their reading proficiency and each group is given
an appropriate text on a specific aspect of a topic (the economic, political and
social impact of the Civil War, for example). Students later get into heterogeneous
groups to share their findings with their peers, who have read about different areas
of study from source texts on their own reading levels. The jigsaw technique
allows you to tackle the same subject with all of your students while discreetly
providing them the different tools they need to get there.

Multiple texts

The teacher obtains or creates a variety of texts at different reading levels to assign
strategically to students.

Alternative
assessments

After completing a learning experience via the same content or process, the
student may have a choice of products to show what has been learned. This
differentiation creates possibilities for students who excel in different modalities
over others (verbal versus visual).

Modified
Assessments

Assessments can be modified in a variety of ways – for example by formatting the
document differently (e.g. more space between questions) or by using different
types of questions (matching vs. open ended) or by asking only the truly essential
questions.

Learning contracts
or Personal
Agendas

A contract is a negotiated agreement between teacher and student that may have a
mix of requirements and choice based on skills and understandings considered
important by the teacher. A personal agenda could be quite similar, as it would list
the tasks the teacher wants each student to accomplish in a given day/lesson/unit.
Both Learning contracts and personal agendas will likely vary between students
within a classroom.

Compacting

This strategy begins with a student assessment to determine level of knowledge or
skill already attained (i.e. pretest). Students who demonstrate proficiency before
the unit even begins are given the opportunity to work at a higher level (either
independently or in a group).

Literature circles

Flexible grouping of students who engage in different studies of a piece of
literature. Groups can be heterogeneous and homogeneous.

Readers’
Workshop
(Writers’
Workshop is a
parallel strategy)

The Readers’ Workshop approach involves students in three types of activities:
•! Mini-lessons (5-10 minutes) on some aspect of literature or a reading strategy.
•! Independent Reading Time (30-40 minutes), where students keep a journal and
respond to the literature in terms of what they think or how they feel about
what they are reading.
•! Sharing Time (10 minutes), where students share with another person their
journal entries and the other person gives feedback.

Stations/
Learning Centers

A station (or simply a collection of materials) that students might use
independently to explore topics or practice skills. Centers allow individual or
groups of students to work at their own pace. Students are constantly reassessed to
determine which centers are appropriate for students at a particular time, and to
plan activities at those centers to build the most pressing skills.

Tape recorded
materials at
different levels

Books on tape are purchased or (created by the teacher) so that students can listen
to the book being read aloud to them while they follow along in the text. This is
often done at a listening station, where tapes of books/information on various
reading levels are available.

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice
Board (sometimes
called “Think-TacToe”)

The tic-tac-toe choice board is a strategy that enables students to choose
multiple tasks to practice a skill, or demonstrate and extend understanding of
a process or concept. From the board, students choose (or teacher assigns)
three adjacent or diagonal.
To design a tic-tac-toe board:
- Identify the outcomes and instructional focus
- Design 9 different tasks
- Use assessment data to determine student levels
- Arrange the tasks on a tic-tac-toe board either randomly, in rows according to
level of difficulty, or you may want to select one critical task to place in the center
of the board for all students to complete.

Choice Boards

Work assignments are written on cards that are placed in hanging pockets. By
asking students to select a card from a particular row of pockets, the teacher
targets work toward student needs yet allows student choice.

!

